Safety Outcomes:

· How effective is the department in identifying risk factors that might lead to children being maltreated or to the recurrence of maltreatment, and is this approach effective?

· What practices are effective in preventing the recurrence of maltreatment?

· How effective is the department in providing services to prevent removing children from their home?

· How effective is the department in reducing the risk of harm to children , including those in foster care and those who receive services in their own home?

Permanency Outcomes:

· How effective is the agency in preventing multiple entries of children into foster care?
· Describe barriers to helping children remain in stable living arrangements after discharge from foster care. 

· What contributes to placement changes?
· What factors affect the department’s ability to set timely and appropriate permanency goals?
· How effective is the department in maintaining the continuity of family relationships?  
· Are there any barriers to placing children close to their birth parents or their own communities?

· Are there barriers to brothers and sisters being placed together?

· Are their barriers to parents and siblings visiting with children placed in foster care and promoting a positive relationship with the parents?

· How effective is the department in identifying relatives who could care for children entering foster care and using them as placement settings when appropriate?

Child Well-being:

· How effective is the agency in assessing the needs of children, parents, and foster parents [including the physical and mental health needs of children]?
· How effective is the agency in providing needed services to children in foster care, to their parents and foster parents, and children and family receiving in-home services?
· How effective is the agency in involving parents and children in the case planning process?
Statewide Information System:

· How effective is the department’s information system in readily identifying the status, demographic characteristics, location, and goals for the placement of every child who is in foster care?  
Case Review System:

· How effective is the department, court, and foster care review board in conducting periodic review of the status of each child, no less frequently than once every 6 months? 
· How effective is the department and court in ensuring that each child in foster care has a permanency hearing no later than 12 months from the date the child entered foster care and no less frequently than every 12 months thereafter?
· How effective is the department and court in providing a process for termination of parental rights for children in foster care?
· How effective is the department and court in ensuring that foster parents, pre-adoptive parents, and relative caregivers of children in foster care receive notice of reviews or hearing and have an opportunity to be heard?
Quality Assurance System:

· To what extent does the State operate an identifiable quality assurance system that evaluates the quality of services, identifies strengths and needs of the service delivery system, provides relevant reports, and evaluates program improvement measures implemented?

Training

· Does the training provided supports the goals and objectives of the CFSP, addresses services provided under title IV-B and IVE, and provides initial training for all staff who deliver these services?

· How effective is the state in providing training for new and current staff that address the skills and knowledge needed to carry out their duties?

· How effective is the state in providing training for current or prospective foster parents, adoptive parents, and staff at facilities that address the skills and knowledge needed to carry out their duties?

Service Array

· How responsive is the array of service to the needs fo the children and families it serves?

· Are services accessible to families in all jurisdictions in the state?

· How effectively does the department individualize or tailor services to the unique needs of children and families?

Department’s Responsiveness to the Community

· To what extent does the state engage in ongoing consultation with tribal representatives, consumers, service providers, foster care providers, the juvenile court and other public and private child and family serving agencies in order to include these stakeholders major concerns in the state plan?

· To what extent does the agency develop, in consultation with the individuals or organizations, an annual progress report?

· To what extent are the states services coordinated with the services or benefits of other Federal assisted programs serving the same populations?

Foster and Adoptive Licensing, Recruitment, and Retention
· To what extent has the state ensured the diligent recruitment of potential foster and adoptive families that reflect the ethnic and racial diversity of children in State for who foster and adoptive homes are needed?
· To what extent is the state successful in retaining foster homes?

· How effectively does the state recruit and use families who live in other jurisdictions to facilitate timely adoptive or permanent placements for waiting children?
