2nd round CFSR Statewide Assessment review of methodology, instruments, and sources most often used in item-by-item evaluation, 2008

CALIFORNIA

Period under review: 

October 1, 2006 – March 31, 2007 (foster care) October 1, 2006 – February 4, 2008 (in-home) 
Contact: Mary L. Ault
	METHODOLOGY
	CFSR OUTCOME/ITEM NUMBER

	Focus Groups

	2, 24, 31, 32, 39

	Surveys/Interviews

	13, 14, 16-19, 23, 25, 34, 36, 44

	Stakeholder Feedback

	2-7, 9-14, 23, 24, 32, 35, 39

	Data Analysis/Review
	2-5, 7, 10-12, 20-24, 26, 28, 32, 33, 37, 41, 43-45

	REVIEW OF:
	

	Practices/Policies/Procedures
	1-45

	Services/Programs/Projects/Planning
	1-13, 15, 17, 18, 21, 23-28, 31-37, 40, 42, 44, 45

	Assessments/Tools
	1-7, 12, 16, 17, 20, 23-25, 30, 31, 33, 34, 38, 43, 44

	Promising Practices
	1-21, 23-45

	State Data Profile
	2-6, 8-10, 26, 43


	Some of the data/sources referred to:
	

	▪ Outcomes and Accountability System Data
	▪ DHS Annual Reconciliation Audit 

	▪ Round One CFSR
	▪ Annual Program Service Report

	▪ All County Letter
	▪ Child and Family Policy Institute of California Data

	▪ AFCARS Reports
	▪ CWS/CMS Data

	▪ UC Berkeley Data
	▪ Resource Family Recruitment & Retention report

	▪ Regional Training Academies and Inter-University Consortium (RTAs/IUC) Data
	▪ State Interagency Team’s Alcohol and Other Drugs (AOD) Workgroup Results


	Some of the programs/projects/planning referred to:
	

	▪ Eleven County Pilot
	▪ The Linkages Project

	▪ Parent Partners
	▪ Kinship Guardian Assistance Program (KinGAP)

	▪ County System Improvement Plans
	▪ Judicial Review and Technical Assistance Program

	▪ Kinship Support Services Program
	▪ Court Improvement Project

	▪ PRIDE (Parent Resources for Information, Development, and Education) Program
	▪ Title IV-E Child Welfare Waiver Capped Allocation Demonstration Project (CAP)


	Some of the assessments/tools referred to:
	

	▪ Emergency Response Assessment
	▪ Comprehensive Assessment (CAT) Tool

	▪ Structured Decision Making (SDM) Tools
	▪ Standardized Safety Assessment System

	▪ Court Adoption and Permanency Resource Guide
	▪ SACWIS Systems: CWS/CMS; CWS/Web

	▪ Safe Measures Management Tool
	▪ Multi-Disciplinary Assessments (MAT)


� Thirty-one focus groups were conducted with over 300 participants. Other focus groups included discussions with: tribes, courts, youth, education, mental health, public health nurses, child welfare training academies, adoption, kinship/relative care providers, probation, independent living program providers, advocates, parents, social services, and CDSS staff.


� Surveys included: statewide survey of birth and foster parents; survey of judicial officers, court executives, and attorneys; improvement survey; and a survey on recruitment, retention, and training of foster parents.


� Stakeholder feedback was obtained primarily through a Statewide Stakeholder Convening. Approximately 225 people attended from the following groups: probation, courts, tribes, youth, birth/foster parents, education, mental health, faith and community-based organizations, advocacy groups, county child welfare agencies, and CDSS staff. One major purpose of this Convening was to validate focus group findings.





