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What is your role?

Youth in custody or formerly in custody

Parent

Foster parent

Relative of youth in custody

Family Services staff

Community service provider

Court/legal

Education

Mental Health

Other (please specify)

Permanency 

The 2001 CFSR found that the Court system was one of several barriers to meeting adoption timeframes. Final court dispositions can be delayed over a year and scheduling of TPR hearings can be delayed 6-9 months after the agency has filed the petition.  
· From the perspective of the court, are these still valid concerns? If not, why not? How can they be addressed?

· What strategies have been employed through the state’s Court Improvement Project to expedite permanency for children?
· How is the court assuring that foster parents can exercise their right to notice and to be heard at permanency hearings? 

DCF has been focusing on the development of long-term connections and expanding permanency options considered for adolescents and older youth through the use of Family Group Conferencing and Family Finding methods. 

· On 9/30/06 11.35% of children are placed with relatives, this is up from 9.45 when we closed out our PIP.  To what extent are relatives being identified as possible resources for children?

· What resources or sources of information are the courts using to assess the safety of relative care placements?  From the court’s perspective are they adequate?  
Case Planning
DCF requires workers to engage families, caretakers and children (when appropriate) in case planning.  The 2001 CFSR found that the case planning process was inclusive of important case participants. However, there were some challenges identified:

1. Case plans negotiated in model courts put parents under pressure to agree or risk losing their children

2. Disputed cases resulted in an inability to engage parents until legal issues are resolved.

· From the perspective of the court, are these still valid concerns?  How can they be addressed?
Thank you very much for helping us to determine how we can improve our services to children and families. Your views are critical in helping us to really understand where we need to go. 

