CFSR/CFSP Coordinators Network Information Request: Engaging the School System to Meet the Educational Needs of Children in the Child Welfare System – 7/31/2006

	"We’re looking for sources to help us be more successful in engaging the school system to meet the educational needs of children in DC's child welfare system.  We have had some success at the neighborhood school/principal level, but have not yet successfully engaged the system-wide/DC superintendent level.  DC is unique because it's kind of a state/one site jurisdiction."  

	Respondent
	State
	Response

	Betty Ziri
	Alabama
	Glenda Peters, QA Manager, prepared a summary of educational advocacy in Alabama.  (Note: if you are interested in seeing this document, please email Angie at aherrick@usm.maine.edu or look for it on our upcoming extranet site.)

	Steve Preister
	NRCOI
	The Muskie School developed a curriculum to train Colorado frontline workers in how to be educational advocates for kids in their caseloads.  If you want to learn more about this curriculum and manual, you (or your staff person) could call Helen Ward at 207.780.5831.   

Colorado convenes annually a "Spring Forum" in a county, bringing together the leadership of the School system and the Child Welfare system to analyze how they are serving children, where there are successful, and where there are barriers.  This two day forum ends with an action plan to continue to make more improvement in their collaboration.  This effort is headed by Mary Griffin who is Colorado's Foster Care Coordinator.  Her number is 303.866.3546.  Her email address is mary.griffin@state.co.us Colorado put together this annual Spring Forum after learning about the efforts in Los Angeles County, which also has an annual Spring forum.  The LA Superintendent of Schools at the time of LA’s effort was Roy Romer (recently retired) who was previously the Governor of Colorado.  Mary Griffin may know about this as well.

	Kathleen McNaught
	American Bar Association
	I do a great deal of work on this issue through the RCLJI.  See generally information at the following link www.abanet.org/child/rclji/education. 

Also, a document I have created summarizing the various states that have legislation around school of origin for children in foster care can be found at:

http://www.abanet.org/child/rclji/education/fostercareeducation_legislation_draft1.doc

	Louann Sandel
	South Carolina
	Here in SC, we have a state level Child Welfare Committee that meets quarterly and we try to have as much representation from the community as possible - including a representative from DOE.  Additionally, our state level Independent Living Committee has a subcommittee focused on Education and we have a representative from DOE who works within The Office of Exceptional Children.   DOE now has a subcommittee titled "ETECH" (Educational Technology) - we are all focused on examining how our youth are doing in the SC educational system - how things can be better and what supports are needed.   Both sides can learn the language each one uses, develop a healthy line of communication, and identify what resources are available.  Since most of the foster youth are behind educationally, it is really good to have someone from special education and regular education. What we definitely have learned is that sometimes each school district operates in their own sense of the Department of Education policies versus what has been outlined through the state Department of Education. Additionally there is an official MOA with DOE and there are several sections of SC statute which address foster children and the school system - one section promotes the preservation of connections between foster children and their communities - such as the ability to continue attending their previous schools as long as transportation is reasonably available.  Another statute section addresses expedited time frames for one school providing records and information when a foster child does transfer to another school. We still have a lot of glitches, and things don't always work smoothly, but the doors have been opening!    
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