CFSR/CFSP Coordinators Network Information Request: School Stability for Foster Children (8/9/2006)

	"Are there any states that have laws requiring them to maintain children entering foster care in their current school district?"

	Respondent
	State
	Response

	Lee Temmen
	Missouri
	 Missouri has statutes in place to allow children to remain in the same school they attended at the time of place.  I'm sending the link http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/c200-299/2110000032.htm and our policy memorandum http://www.dss.mo.gov/cd/info/memos/2006/cd0658.pdf  that addresses it.

	Lynette Isbell 

and

Therese Wolf
	Virginia
	Virginia passed a law (SB1006) in the 2005 General Assembly that  requires local jurisdictions to consider keeping a child in their own school district even if placement in foster care (or a change in placement if the child is already in foster care).  This law is fraught with some problems as issues such as who is responsible for the cost of transporting the child to his school if he lives a distance away? Or, how do we make the decision if it is in the child's best interest to remain in the school district or whether the change would be better.  

The following links display the law and the guidance (along with 2 forms we use to help implement this bill) we sent out to our state on implementing the bill. 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?051+ful+SB1006ER+pdf
http://www.dss.state.va.us/form/pdf/032-02-040.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/licensing/cpa/forms/expeditedenrollmentofchild_placedinfc-0606.pdf
http://www.coopercenter.org/lga/sitefiles/conferences/2005/f05/broadcast%20sb1006.pdf 

Also know that we are meeting soon to consider next steps in strengthening this bill through addressing the gaps we have seen in implementation.  This is therefore, an on-going issue for us. 

	Rick Robb
	Wyoming
	Wyoming law does not require we maintain children in their own school district.

	Susan Dougherty
	NRCFCPPP
	I understand you are looking for state laws mandating that a child in foster care be maintained in his or her home school. Please see the document "Foster Care Education State Legislation and Regulations" on our website at http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/socwork/nrcfcpp/teleconferences/index.html#education for a summary of education-related laws presented at one of our teleconferences recently. I believe it contains what you are looking for.

	Keith Zirkle
	Delaware
	Delaware has a FY05 Code revision that extends McKinney-Vento protections for homeless students to foster children.  These protections exist for the foster care episode not just the initial entry into custody.

	Louann Sandel
	South Carolina
	As relates to Utah's request for information about states that may have requirements to maintain their foster children in the same school district, South Carolina is fortunate to have flexibility on this issue.  Our statute, 59-63-31 states: 

(B) A child between five and twenty-one years of age is entitled to continue attending a particular public school or a successor school in the same school district without charge if: 

(1) the child has been attending the school or a predecessor school in the same district prior to being taken into custody by the Department of Social Services or prior to being moved from one placement to another by the department; 

(2) the Department of Social Services places the child outside the school district or school attendance zone in a foster home or residential community-based facility licensed or operated by the department; and 

(3) the Department of Social Services has determined that it is in the child's best interests for the child to continue attending the school, and that transportation for the child to and from the school is reasonably available. 

	Bill McLaughlin
	New York
	New York does NOT have such a law.

	Virginia Monteiro
	Washington, DC
	The District of Columbia does not have a law requiring the Agency to maintain children who enter foster care in their school districts.  As a matter of practice, we attempt to maintain children in their own neighborhoods, if possible, so that they can maintain their connections to family, friends, school, religious activities, etc.  This is not often possible, but we are attempting to recruit more foster homes and provide services within the wards from which the majority of substantiated reports are received.
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