CFSR/CFSP Coordinators Network Information Request: Engaging Fathers (September 28, 2009)

	" As they're working on their PIP, VI is looking for state examples on father engagement. Do any of you have suggestions or examples on action steps and bench marks around engaging fathers?"

	Respondent
	State
	Response

	Jenny Allen
	Wyoming
	Wyoming has the same issue. One of our overarching strategies is around strengthening and expanding our family centered practice over the life of a case (Which includes engaging fathers). We will be incorporating family centered practice methods throughout our policies, which may include time lines and procedures for establishing paternity, case planning, visitation guidelines, etc. We are also establishing policy on how to work with incarcerated parents (which is where so many of our fathers are). 

We are also looking at some action steps around diligent search. We are incorporating new policy on relative notification and new diligent search policy. We have invested in an Accurint Program, which is a Lexis/Nexis database that allows us to pull up information on absent parents and their relatives, allowing us to access father's and their relatives earlier in the case.  

	Kara Hudson
	Iowa
	Iowa has done several things around engaging fathers.  We submitted a legislative report in 2007 entitled, Options and Resources Needed to Support Responsible Fatherhood, which outlined a variety of actions to engage fathers across our agency and in the community.  It is available

At http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/docs/Fatherhood_Report_to_Legislature_December_2007.pdf.

Our child support staff trained our child welfare staff on utilizing parent locator and other resources to locate fathers.  We have an administrative team examining how we can engage fathers better within child welfare processes, which will in turn inform our efforts.  In

addition, we wrote several practice bulletins around this issue for staff use, available at

http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/Consumers/Child_Welfare/BR4K/Practice_Bulletins/Practice%20Bulletins.html.

	Daniel Capouch
	Texas
	Texas is developing a Roundtable on Engaging Fathers as part of our planning for our PIP.  It will be jointly sponsored by Texas Department of Family & Protective Services and the Texas Center for the Judiciary Children's Justice Act.  It will be an opportunity for judges and judicial stakeholders (CASA, Foster Parent Association, Child Advocacy Centers, and Attorneys) to hear from fathers and experts in the field of father engagement and to discuss ways for the child protection agency and court system to improve practice.  Texas is one of the QIC-Fatherhood grant sites & we will be sharing that information as well. We are in the planning phase on the Roundtable & plan to present it in early 2010.  Texas DFPS has also developed a data warehouse report to measure face to face contacts with fathers and mothers to be used by field staff to monitor their practice statewide.
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