CFSR Cheat Sheet-

Will include 2 individual measures (Safety) and 4 composite measures (Permanency). 

Safety Measures- 

· Of all victims of substantiated or indicated abuse or neglect within the first 6 months of the reporting year, what percent did not experience another incident of substantiated or indicated abuse or neglect within a 6 month period? 

(National Standard - 95.2% or higher)

· Of all children in foster care during the reporting periods what percent were not victims of a substantiated or indicated maltreatment by foster parents or facility staff members. 

(National Standard – 99.68% or higher)

Composite Measures for Permanency-

· “Composites reflect the general domain that is assessed by the data”

· A composite is made up of components that are, in turn, comprised of measures. 

· Composite scores represent the conversion of Z-scores to a scale ranging from 50 to 150. A Z-score represents the percentage of the standard deviation (positive or negative) of a particular score from the mean. To obtain the composite score, that Z-score is first multiplied by 10, and then has 50 points added to that product. (T= 10(Z) + 50). 

· For each composite there is an associated national standard that corresponds to the 75th percentile of individual state scores in a national ranking.

· Components are weighted equally in relation to the composite measure. For example, if there are 3 components in the composite, they are each worth 33.3%. 

· The measures provide the actual data for the analysis.

· The measures that make up a component are not necessarily equal in number. A composite may have one or several components and a component may have one or several measures.

· The measures that comprise each component are not considered equally in terms of their weight within the component. The weight of the measures are independent and are the result of the factor analysis process. Additionally, the weights can be positive or negative. 

· Scores are adjusted to mean that higher scores always indicate higher performance.

· For all Foster Care (FC) measures, a minimum of 8 consecutive days in care is needed to qualify a child as part of that population. 

Permanency Composite One:

Timeliness and Permanency of Reunifications
Component 1- timeliness (Weight 50%)

(National Standard – 106.7 or higher on a z- score scale of 50 to 150)

Measure 1-reunification in less than 12 months (exit cohort FY 2004).

What percent were reunified/placed in trial home visit in 12 months or less from the date of the latest removal?

Population/Calculation-

Number of Children discharged from FC to a reunification within 12 months of their latest removal.

AND

Number of Children discharged from FC to a reunification and placed in a trial home visit in less than 11 months from the date of their latest removal and remained in that placement until discharged from FC to reunification.

Divided by the number of children discharged from FC (2004)

Component 1 Weight .447 

Measure 2- The median time in foster care to reunification (exit cohort FFY 2004.)

Of all children exiting foster care to reunification in 2004, what was the median length of stay in months from the date of the most recent entry into foster care until the date of reunification?

Component 1 Weight .433

Population -

Number of Children discharged in FFY 2004 to a reunification 

AND

Number of Children discharged from FC to a reunification and placed in a trial home visit if the trial visit lasted longer than 30 days AND was the child’s last placement before the child’s eventual discharge from foster care. 

Calculation-

Median length of stay in months to reunification from the date of the removal from home to the date of discharge from FC to Reunification

OR

The Median length of stay in months from the date of removal from the home to the date that child was reported to AFCARS as being placed in a trial home visit if the trial home visit lasted longer than 30 days and was the last placement setting before the child’s eventual discharge from foster care. 

Measure 3- Reunification in less than 12 months of children entering FC (Entry Cohort, final 6 months of FFY 2003).

Component 1 Weight .342

Of all children entering FC for the first time in the second 6 months of FFY 2003, what percent were reunified in less than 12 months of the date of entry into FC. 

Population/Calculation-

Number of children entering FC for the first time in the second half of FFY 2003 and 

discharged from FC to reunification within 12 months of their date of entry into FC. 

AND

Number of children entering FC for the first time in the second half of FFY 2003 and placed in a trial home visit in less than 11 months from the date of their entry into FC and remained in that placement until discharge to reunification.

Divided by the number of Children entering foster care in the second 6 months of FFY 2003

Component 2-Permanency of Reunification (Weight 50%)

Measure 1- Re-entries of children into FC in less than 12 months (Exit Cohort, kids moving from FC to in FFY 2003)
Population-

 All children exiting FC to reunification, FFY 2003.

Calculation-

The percent of All children exiting FC to reunification in FY 2003, that returned to FC within 12 months.

Component 2 Weight 1.107

Permanency Composite Two:

Timeliness of adoptions

(National Standard – 102.1 or higher)

Component 1- Timeliness of adoptions of children exiting FC. (Weight 33.3%)

Population- 

(Exit Cohort, all children discharged from FC to a finalized adoption in FY 2004)

Measure 1-  Of all children who were discharged from FC to a finalized adoption in FY 2004, what percent was discharged in less than 24 months from the date of the latest removal from the home? 

Component 1 Weight .536 

Measure 2- Of all children discharged from FC to a finalized adoption in FY 2004, what was the median length of stay in FC in months, from the date of removal from the home to the date of discharge? 

Component 1 Weight .557

Component 2- Progress toward adoption of children in FC for 17 months or longer. (Weight 33.3%)

Population- (Existing Cohort) All children in FC on the first day of FY 2004 that have been in FC for 17 continuous months or longer). 

Measure 1-  Of all children in FC on the first day of FY 2004, that were in FC for 17 continuous months or longer, what percent were discharged into a finalized adoption before the end of the  fiscal year? 

Component 2 Weight  .524

Measure 2-  Of all children in FC on the first day of FFY 2004, that were in FC for 17 continuous months or longer, what percent became legally free for adoption in less than 6 months from the beginning of the fiscal year?  

(National Standard – No Standard)

Component 2 Weight .709

Component 3- Timeliness of adoptions of children who are legally free for adoption. (Weight 33.3%)

Population- (Transition Cohort of all existing children who became legally free for adoption during FFY 2003.

Measure 1-  Of all children who became legally free for adoption during FFY 2004, what percent were discharged from foster care to a finalized adoption in less than 12 months of becoming free? 

Component 3 Weight .942

Permanency Composite 3:

Achieving Permanency for Children in Foster Care for extended periods of Time

(National Standard – 105.2 or higher)
Component 1- Achieving permanency for Children in FC for extended periods of time. (Weight 50%)

Population- (Existing Cohort and/or Transitional Cohort (FFY 2004).

All children who were in FC for 24 months or longer on the first day of FFY 2004

And/OR

All children discharged from FC in FY 2004 and were legally free for adoption

Measure 1 – Of all children discharged from FC in FFY 2004 and were legally free for adoption, what percent were discharged to a permanent home (adopt, reunify, relative or guardian placement) prior to their 18th birthday. 

Component 1 Weight .468 

Measure 2- Of all children who were in FC for 24 months or longer on the first day of FFY 2004, what percent were discharged from FC to a permanent home prior to their 18th birthday and by the end of that FY. 

Component 1 Weight .804 

Component 2- Children Growing up in Foster Care. (Weight 50%)

Population- (Exit Cohort) All children emancipated from FC or who had reached their 18th birthday while in FC

Measure 1 – Of all children emancipated from FC or who had reached their 18th birthday while in FC, what percent were in care for 3 years or longer? (when?? 2004?)

Component 2 Weight .922

Permanency Composite 4:

Placement Stability

(National Standard – 108.2 or higher)

Component One- Placement Stability (weight- 100%)
Population- (Existing Cohort) All children in FC during FFY 2004

Measure 1- Of all children in FC in FFY 2004 who were in FC for at least 8 days, but less than 12 months, what percentage had two or fewer placement settings? 

Component 1 Weight .399 

Measure 2- Of all children in FC in FFY 2004 who were in FC for at least 12 months, but less than 24 months, what percentage had two or fewer placement settings?

Component 1 Weight .421 

Measure 3- Of all children in FC in FFY 2004 who were in FC for 24 months or longer, what percentage had two or fewer placement settings?

Component 1 Weight .398 
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