



Child and Family Services Review (CFSR)
National Standards for Round 2

Summary of Changes from Round 1
· In Round 1, a single data measure was used for each of the six standards.  Many felt these single measures did not accurately assess what they were intended to, and proposed the use of data composites (combinations of measures) instead.

· Four of the six standards will now be measured using composites.  
· The composites are recorded as “scaled scores”—NOT as percentages—within a range from 50 to 150.  (We will need help to measure them ourselves.)

· All measures are now stated in a positive way such that higher percentages mean a better outcome.

· There are now a total of 17 measures involved in assessing the six standards.

National Standards and Performance Measures for Round 2

Safety Outcome 1: Children are first and foremost protected from abuse and neglect.

Safety Measure 1: Recurrence of Maltreatment (NS
 = 95.2% or higher)
· Of all children who were victims of substantiated or indicated abuse or neglect during the first 6 months of the reporting year, what percent did not experience another incident of substantiated or indicated abuse or neglect within a 6-month period? 
Safety Measure 2: Maltreatment of children in foster care (NS = 99.67% or higher)
· Of all children in foster care during the reporting period, what percent were not victims of a substantiated or indicated maltreatment by foster parents or facility staff members? 
Permanency Outcome 1:  Children have permanency and stability in their living situations.

Permanency Composite 1: Timeliness and permanency of reunification (NS = 106.7 or higher)

Component A: Timeliness of reunification (contributes 50% to composite score)
· Of all children discharged from foster care to reunification in a FFY
 who had been foster care for 8 days or longer, what percent were reunified in less than 12 months from the date of the latest removal from home?

· Of all children exiting foster care to reunification in a FFY who had been in foster care for 8 days or longer, what was the median length of stay in months from the date of the most recent entry into foster care until the date of reunification?

· Of all children entering foster care for the first time in the first 6 months of a FFY who remained in foster care for 8 days or longer, what percent were reunified in less than 12 months of the date of entry into foster care?                                                                                                                                                                        

Component B: Permanency of reunification (contributes 50% to composite score)
· Of all children exiting foster care to reunification in a FFY, what percent re-entered foster care in less than 12 months?

Permanency Composite 2: Timeliness of adoptions (NS = 102.1 or higher)

Component A: Timeliness of adoptions of children discharged from foster care (contributes 33.3% to composite score)

· Of all children who were discharged from foster care to a finalized adoption in a FFY, what percent was discharged in less than 24 months from the dates of the latest removal from the home?

· Of all children who were discharged from foster care to a finalized adoption in a FFY, what was the median length of stay in foster care (in months) from the date of removal from the home to the date of discharge?

Component B: Progress toward adoption for children who have been in foster care for 17 months or longer (ASFA time-in-care requirements) (contributes 33.3% to composite score)

· Of all children in foster care on the first day of a FFY who were in foster care for 17 continuous months or longer, what percent was discharged from foster care to a finalized adoption before the end of the fiscal year?

· Of all children in foster care on the first day of a FFY who were in foster care for 17 continuous months or longer, what percent became legally free for adoption in less than 6 months from the beginning of the fiscal year?

Component C: Progress toward adoption of children who are legally free for adoption (contributes 33.3% to composite score)

· Of all children who became legally free for adoption during a FFY, what percent were discharged from foster care to a finalized adoption in less than 12 months of becoming legally free?

Permanency Composite 3: Achieving permanency for children in foster care (NS = 105.2 or higher)

Component A: Achieving permanency for children in foster care for extended periods of time (contributes 50% to composite score)

· Of all children who were discharged from foster care in a FFY who were legally free for adoption (i.e. there was a TPR for each living parent), what percent were discharged to a permanent home prior to their 18th birthday, with a permanent home defined as having a discharge reason of adoption, reunification (including live with a relative), or guardianship?
· Of all children who were in foster care for 24 months or longer at the start of the fiscal year, what percent were discharged to permanency in less than 12 months and prior to their 18th birthday?
Component B: Children emancipated who were in foster care for extended periods of time (contributes 50% to composite score)

· Of all children who exited foster care with a discharge reason of emancipation or who reached their 18th birthday while in foster care, what percent had been in foster care for 3 years or longer?

Permanency Composite 4: Placement stability (NS = 108.2 or higher)

· Of all children in foster care in a FFY who were in foster care for 8 days or longer and less than 12 months, what percent had two or fewer placement settings?

· Of all children in foster care in a FFY who were in foster care for at least 12 months but less than 24 months, what percent had two or fewer placement settings?

· Of all children in foster care in a FFY who were in foster care for 24 months or longer, what percent had two or fewer placement settings?

� NS stands for National Standard.


� FFY means Federal Fiscal Year which runs from October 1st through September 31st.
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