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Responses to Georgia’s Request for Information

May 10, 2010
Request: Amy Mobley, ammobley@dhr.state.ga.us, Georgia, writes: "I am trying to determine if there are any curricula developed that helps staff with best practices for matching foster parents with children who enter foster care?"
Responses:

1. Melody Roe, mroe@usm.maine.edu, NRCOI: AdoptUsKids developed a curriculum on matching when I was with them. It's called A Fit to Last a Lifetime and can probably be accessed on their website (look for the publications link). If Amy is unable to find it online, she could email Sharri Black, the NRC director, and ask for an electronic copy. Sharri's email is sharri@adoptuskids.org. 
2.  MB Lippold, MaryBeth.Lippold@dcs.IN.gov, Indiana: Indiana does not have specific currricula related to this issue.  We are training all of the Field Staff in the Child & Adolescent Needs and Strengths Tool (CANS) developed by Dr. John Lyons so that they can better assess the needs of children and youth entering care.  We are also training our foster parent specialists on the Casey Foster Family Inventory tool to better assess the strengths and needs of foster parents.  So indirectly, we hope that will result in better matches, but there is no curriculum to specifically address this.  

