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Request:

Karyn Schimmels in Oregon wrote:  "We are in need of developing some tools and potentially training for how to address how one would engage a young child in case planning or how to engage a child in case planning if the plan is something else other than APPLA.  I think we need something stand alone that addresses ways workers can engage children and youth in any case plan. 


When one of my co-workers did the New Hampshire CFSR workers used stickers to indicate on the case plan when they achieved something and drawings to help younger children talk about case planning.  

 

We think using some of those kinds of ideas for workers would be helpful.  I am interested in what other states have done to address this in their work.  Any insight and resources would be greatly appreciated.”
 

Responses:

1. Susan Brooks, Northern California Training Academy: In Northern California we have begun to use Signs of Safety which has a strategy for engaging children and youth.  We are just beginning, but the results are very positive.  It is based on solution focused practice, and uses something called the 3 houses.  Sonja Parker has done a lot of work in this area, she is from Australia. Mass., MInn, Vermont, and other states have also been doing work using SOS and working with children and families,   Happy to talk more with Karyn if that would be helpful.
2. Sarah Gallgher and Sarah Leigh Ward, University of Vermont: Have you taken a look at the Signs of Safety.net website?  They have tools to involve children and youth in planning, which are also very effective in helping to raise the children's views within the family system, and thus helping parents see the impact of their choices on their children.  They are called Three Houses and Wizards & Fairies.
3. MB Lippold, Indiana: We have developed a coloring book to assist with engaging young children in our Practice Model of Teaming, Engaging, Assessing, Planning and Intervening and the Child & Family Team Meeting Process.  I will attach.  We also prepared a brief video clip to assist our case managers with reviewing this coloring book with young children.  Here is the link:
 

https://www.iupui.edu/~socwcwtp/DCS_training_videos/CFTM/Coloring_Book/
 

In addition, we use the book "A Plan for Tyrone" developed by the American Humane Association (Tamara Evanson, MSW).  We received permission to make copies of this book which are located in our 92 local offices.

 

Throughout our training, we encourage workers to have children present at the Child & Family Team Meeting as appropriate so that they are an active part of their case planning. For older youth, we have developed an experienced worker one day training to assist with helping older youth who do have APPLA as a plan. Hope this helps.  Let me know if you need anything further.


