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Responses to Maine’s Request for Information on an Online ICWA and MEPA Training
12/28/2010
Request:

Becky Harvey writes: "Maine is seeking to connect with trainers/programs that offer training on the topics of the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) and the Multi-Ethnic Placement Act (MEPA). We are seeking to refresh training content and develop on-line training for state child welfare staff.  While we are working with our tribal partners on complementary sessions of ICWA training (that focus on Native American history, stories and experiences of the Maine tribes, history and experiences of the State/tribal partnership, and examples of good collaborative practice) we want to ensure that child welfare staff are informed about their statutory responsibilities to comply with ICWA (and MEPA), and supported in their efforts with timely, accessible resources.  

While historically Maine has offered both of these topics in regionally-based, face-to-face trainings, we believe that the statutory/resource elements of ICWA, and the core requirements of MEPA, can be delivered on-line.

I would appreciate hearing from anyone who offers face-to-face or on-line training - and/or knows of available curricula - on these topics. (We have been in touch with the National Indian Child Welfare Association - NICWA - and are familiar with their on-line ICWA course, and will be contacting the National Resource Center for Tribes.) Thanks!"

 

Responses:

1. Darlene Duncan, Nevada: Nevada has an online ICWA training that was created by modifying our classroom training.  The creator of both trainings is Gina Jackson who currently works for the National Juvenile Justice Center in Reno, NV. She can be contacted at the following email address:  gjackson@ncjfcj.org.  To view our training, go to http://www.nvpartnership4training.com.  You would need to set up an account and then register for an online class. 
2. Carol Siemon, Michigan: Laura and Gretchen, we do provide a three hour module on ICWA issues for all new child welfare workers and also ICWA coverage for supervisors. We are looking toward more coordinated ICWA training so that we have a whole range of training. The State Court Administrative Office provided regional ICWA trainings this summer and I was part of a workgroup that developed an ICWA bench guide for jurists that also makes a nice resource for other child welfare professionals.

The link to the Guide is posted here:  http://courts.michigan.gov/scao/services/cip/cip.htm.
 
Also, please note:
- regional trainings were held this past year;
- hard copies of the guide are available.  Please e-mail Darla Brandon at brandond@courts.mi.gov if you want one please. But a nice reminder that the guide has interactive links and only the on-line version has the active links;
- they'll do an annual review and update of the guide.  Obviously, the court rule changes are likely to come next year so the next "edition" will include those changes;
- feel free to send any suggested changes for next year's edition to Angel Sorrells. Angel is the management analyst overseeing the court's ICWA efforts. her email is sorrellsa@courts.mi.gov.
3. Chris Durocher, Michigan: MEPA is trained by CWTI trainers in our new worker and transfer worker training utilizing the attached power‑point in conjunction with language from our policy manuals. We bounce between the power‑point and the relevant sections of the policy.

ICWA is typically trained by the DHS director of Native American Affairs. Stacy Tadgerson, NAA director, developed the power‑point. Later during the new worker training, CWTI trainers refer to the Native American Affairs policy section and relevant policy language, as they train the program (foster care, adoption) policy. Our policy manuals hyperlink, so we can go back and forth as policy training warrants.

Our policy manuals are available on the web ‑ http://www.mfia.state.mi.us/olmweb/ex/html/
Additional information and resources are available ‑ http://courts.michigan.gov/scao/services/CWS/CWS.htm
4. Richard Dean, Minnesota: Please share my contact information with Maine.  We are developing an on-line module that I could tell them about.

Richard Dean, Training Unit Supervisor

Child Safety and Permanency Division

Minnesota Department of Human Services

Richard.f.dean@state.mn.us
651/431-4669

5. Jerna Watson, Utah: We have developed an online training on all the federal laws.  We would be happy to share with you.

I would like to talk with you though, as it has Utah law woven in as well as our state licensing procedures.

If you are interested in using what we have and it being tailored to your state I would be happy to help you.

I am in training every morning.  I am available most afternoons.  It is easiest to get me on my cell phone, or through email.  We work Monday - Thursday in our state.  So if Friday is the only day you can get with me, use my cell phone, I always answer it if I am available.  

Jerna Watson

Office phone - 801-538-4125

Cell phone - 801-318-5809
6. Sherri Eveleth, Nebrasksa: I am willing to assist in your efforts to provide ICWA training.  I have developed training materials and provided ICWA training in person since 1998 and recently via Nebraska’s TeleHealth videoconference system.  My education/experience includes:
B.A., summa cum laude, U.S.M. at L/A College, 1995

J.D., University of South Dakota School of Law, 1998

Staff Attorney/Project Director for Legal Aid of Nebraska’s Native American Program (1998-2006)

a. Representation of tribes and tribal members in ICWA cases

b. Providing ICWA training for tribal staff, state staff, CASA, guardians ad litem, foster and adoptive parents, attorneys and judges

c. Providing advice and representation to tribes and tribal members in areas of tribal and Indian law.

Founding member of Community Initiatives for Native Children and Families (1998-present)

Founding member of the Nebraska ICWA Coalition (2007-present)

Primary drafter of the Iowa ICWA (enacted 2003)

NDHHS ICW Program Specialist (2006-present)

d. Provide consultation to state staff

e. Provide ICWA training to all audiences, including trainings sponsored by National CASA and the National Juvenile and Family Court Judges Association

f. Tribal Liaison for Child Welfare Agreements between NDHHS and tribes

Serve as ICWA Qualified Expert Witness at the request of tribes and parents in four states

Please let me know how I can help in your efforts to provide ICWA training.

Sherri Eveleth, Indian Child Welfare Program Specialist

Policy Section, Division of Children and Family Services 

Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services

209 North 5th Street, Norfolk, NE 68701

sherri.eveleth@nebraska.gov
Phone: (402)370-4216, Fax: (402)370-3497 

Cell:  (402) 750-0743

7.  Barrett Johnson, California: In California we are working on several items that may be of use RE ICWA:

· WE have a curriculum on historical trauma and cultural issues that is online: http://calswec.berkeley.edu/CalSWEC/FE_Curriculum_Other_ICWA_v1.0.html
· We will have a new curriculum, Let the Spirit Lead, that focuses on ICWA essentials such as noticing requirements, etc.  It should be done soon.

· We are also developing an ICWA Implementation Toolkit, which will include the curricula plus a number of tools designed to systematically improve outcomes by engaging with tribes and improving ICWA practice.  This should be completed in the next quarter or so.

I am cc’ing our CalSWEC lead on this, Phyllis Jeroslow, who can provide additional information and the links when the work is completed and posted.

8. Charlie Watts, Washington: Here at the Children’s Administration for Washington state we contract for our ICW training with NICWA. They provide training at our Social Worker Academy, our Supervisors Academy, and 3 days of post Academy training in the field. The training is extremely well received here and is quite effective. I know you have been in touch with NICWA, but wanted to let you know of our relationship with them.
9. Linda Metsger: When we were doing training in Nevada, I know that they had ICWA training they had developed and possibly MEPA as well. Try contacting Patty Neely at University of Nevada, Reno. Her email address is neelyp@unr.edu. As far as I know, she is still there and may be helpful.

