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Purchasing and Contracting

for the Child and Family Service Array

A collaboration between the Children's Bureau, the National Child Welfare Resource Center for Organizational Improvement and the other National Resource Centers in the Bureau's Training and Technical Assistance Network, the National Technical Assistance Center for Children's Mental Health at Georgetown University, and the Human Service Collaborative have developed a new comprehensive system of care curriculum for child welfare: Primer Hands On-Child Welfare.  Broadly stated, system of care casework practice assumes a highly individualized case plan and tailored services that build sustainable, wrap-around solutions from the strengths and needs of the family. Primer Hands On-Child Welfare includes 10 modules, each with PowerPoint slides, handouts, exercises, and case scenarios, as well as additional related materials.

Module 8 of the Primer Hands On-Child Welfare provides an excellent overview and guide on purchasing and contracting of services for the child and family service array.  Additionally, this module provides information on the development of functioning provider networks and the integration of natural supports into provider networks.  Module 8, along with the other nine modules, can be downloaded at http://muskie.usm.maine.edu/helpkids/systemofcare.htm.
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