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Resources

Information on CFSR (General)

Child and Family Services Reviews Procedures Manual

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/cwmonitoring/tools_guide/procedures/manual.pdf
Information on Data Indicators

Integrated Federal Register Announcements – June 7, 2006 & January 23, 2007

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/cwmonitoring/legislation/fed_reg.pdf
Table of Data Indicators for CFSR

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/cwmonitoring/data_indicators.pdf
Table with Composite Weights

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/cwmonitoring/cfsr_composite.htm
Composites Syntax and Computational Spreadsheet

http://www.nrccwdt.org/cfsr/data_tools.html
Information On State Data Profile

Data used in State Data Profile (including data composites)

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/cwmonitoring/general_info/tech_bull.htm
State Data Profile Toolkit

http://www.nrccwdt.org/cfsr/cfsr_toolkit.html
CFSR

Data Sources 

An alternate source of data may be used to replace NCANDS data with approval from the Children’s Bureau.  No alternate data source will be accepted in the place of AFCARS data.

AFCARS:  Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System – State child welfare data from this mandatory reporting system are used to calculate a number of CFSR data indicators.
AFCARS consists of two data sets – foster care and adoption. 

Data are reported twice a year - every 6 months on a Federal fiscal year basis.
•  October 1 – March 31 (reporting period A)

•  April 1 – September 30 (reporting period B)

Reporting by states is mandatory.
AFCARS Data Elements

•
Case-level data on all children in out-of-home care who are under placement, care, or supervision of the State child welfare agency

•  
66 data elements

Adoption Data Elements

•
Case-level data on all children adopted with State child welfare agency involvement
•
37 data elements
AFCARS data used for the CFSR comes only from the Foster Care data elements.

NCANDS:  National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System – State child welfare data from this voluntary data system are used to calculate the absence of recurrence of child abuse and neglect and the absence of abuse and neglect in out-of-home care.

NCANDS is reported annually on a Federal fiscal year basis.

NCANDS data consists of two parts designed to collect State child abuse and neglect information at different levels of detail:

•  
The Agency File

•  
The Child File
Data Indicators

(Include Two Safety and Fifteen Permanency Measures)

Safety

Of all children who were victims of a substantiated or indicated maltreatment allegation during the first six months of the 12-month target period, what percent were NOT victims of another substantiated or indicated maltreatment allegation within the 6-months following that maltreatment?

Of all children served in foster care in the 12-month target period, what percent were NOT victims of a substantiated or indicated maltreatment by a foster parent or facility staff member during the fiscal year?

Permanency Composite 1

Timeliness and Permanency of Reunification

	Component A
	C1-1:  Of all children who were discharged from foster care to reunification in the target 12-month period, and who had been in foster care for 8 days or longer, what percent were reunified in less than 12 months from the date of the latest removal from home?

	
	C1-2:  Of all children who were discharged from foster care to reunification in the 12-month target period, and who had been in foster care for 8 days or longer, what was the median length of stay in months from the date of the latest removal from home until the date of discharge to reunification?

	
	C1-3:  Of all children who entered foster care for the first time in the 6-month period just prior to the 12-month target period, and who remained in foster care for 8 days or longer, what percent were discharged from foster care to reunification in less than 12 months from the date of latest removal from home?

	Component B
	C1-4:  Of all children who were discharged from foster care to reunification in the 12-month period prior to the target 12-month period, what percent re-entered foster care in less than 12 months from the date of discharge?


	
	Permanency Composite 2 

Timeliness of Adoption



	Component A
	C2-1:  Of all children who were discharged from foster care to a finalized adoption during the 12-month target period, what percent were discharged in less than 24 months from the date of the latest removal from home?

	
	C2-2:  Of all children who were discharged from foster care to a finalized adoption during the 12-month target period, what was the median length of stay in foster care in months from the date of latest removal from home to the date of discharge to adoption?

	Component B
	C2-3:  Of all children who were in foster care on the first day of the 12-month target period, and who were in foster care for 17 continuous months or longer, what percent were discharged from foster care to a finalized adoption by the last day of the 12-month target period?

	
	C2-4:  Of all children who were in foster care on the first day of 12-month target period who were in foster care for 17 continuous months or longer, and who were not legally free for adoption prior to that day, what percent became legally free for adoption during the first 6 months of the 12-month target period?

	Component C
	C2-5:  Of all children who became legally free for adoption during the 12 months prior to the target 12-month period, what percent were discharged from foster care to a finalized adoption in less than 12 months of becoming legally free?

	Permanency Composite 3

Achieving Permanency for Children in Foster Care for Long Periods of Time



	Component A
	C3-1:  Of all children who were in foster care for 24 months or longer on the first day of the 12-month target period, what percent were discharged to a permanent home by the last day of the 12-month period and prior to their 18th birthday?

	
	C3-2:  Of all children who were discharged from foster care in during the 12-month target period, and who were legally free for adoption at the time of discharge, what percent were discharged to a permanent home prior to their 18th birthday?

	Component B
	C3-3:  Of all children who either were, prior to age 18, discharged from foster care during the 12-month target period, with a discharge reason of emancipation, OR reached their 18th birthday while in foster care but had not yet been discharged from foster care, what percent were in foster care for 3 years or longer?


Permanency Composite 4

Placement Stability

C4-1:  Of all children who were served in foster care during the 12-month target period, and who were in foster care for at least 8 days but less than 12 months, what percent had two or fewer placement settings?

C4-2:  Of all children who were served in foster care during the 12-month target period, and who were in foster care for at least 12 months but less than 24 months, what percent had two or fewer placement settings?

C4-3:  Of all children who were served in foster care during the 12-month target period, and who were in foster are for at least 24 months, what percent had two or fewer placement settings. 

CFSR Terminology

Components: A primary part of a composite that may include one or more measures.

Composite: A single number that combines several measures to express overall performance. Common examples are Kids Count and SAT scores. 

CFSR Composites: Incorporate State performance on multiple permanency-related individual measures. The scores range from 50 – 150.  Higher score equals higher performance.

Cohort:  All the persons in a group that experience an event in a common time frame.  

· Exit cohorts are all children that exit care in a specific time period.

· Entry cohorts are all children who enter care within a specified time frame.

Data Indicator: Refers to the 2 safety measures and the 4 permanency composites for which national standards have been developed.

“Eight-Day Rule”

Applies to Permanency Composite 1, Component A, and Permanency Composite 4, Measure 1.  Only children who were in care for at least 8 days are in the denominator for the calculation of these measures.  Those in care for less than 8 days are excluded from the calculation.

Legally Free for Adoption  

A child is considered legally free for adoption if a date for the termination of parental rights for both parents is reported to AFCARS.  Also, if a child’s circumstance associated with their removal includes “Parent(s) Died” and one date for the termination of parental rights exists, this child would be considered legally free for adoption.

Measure: Specific statement that addresses a desired outcome within a given composite (for example, the percentage of reunifications occurring in less than 12 months).

Median:  The middle number in a given sequence of numbers.  Half of the values are greater than the median and half of the values are less than the median.  

State Data Profile:  State data profiles are provided by the Children’s Bureau and are designed to show the state’s baseline data for the CFSR.  Information included in the State Data Profile includes safety outcomes and descriptive data, permanency composite scores and descriptive data, as well as information on the state’s data quality issues and data completeness.  

Trial Home Visit Adjustment:  For the purposes of the CFSR data profile, the Trial Home Visit Adjustment is applied in Composite One, Component A, Measures 1, 2, and 3.  If a child has been discharged from foster care with a discharge reason of “reunification” and the child’s last placement setting was “trial home visit,” the length of stay in foster care begins at the time of removal from the home and ends at the time the child entered the placement setting of “trial home visit” plus 30 days.

NCANDS and AFCARS

NCANDS:  National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System – The National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS) is a collaborative, voluntary information collection system that gathers and analyzes annual State statistics on abused and neglected children.  NCANDS data are collected annually on a Federal Fiscal Year basis.  NCANDS consists of two parts designed to collect State child abuse and neglect information at different levels of detail, which are the agency file and the child file.

State child welfare data from this data system are used to calculate absence of recurrence of maltreatment and absence of abuse and neglect in foster care.
AFCARS:  Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System – State child welfare data from this mandatory reporting system is used to calculate a number of CFSR data indicators.  AFCARS reporting by the States is mandatory.  AFCARS consists of two files – foster care and adoptions.  In AFCARS there is one record for each child served by the foster care system during the 6-month reporting period.  Data are reported twice a year – every 6 months on a Federal fiscal year basis.

The dates are:

· Report Period A:  October 1 – March 31 (Data are due no later than May 15)

· Report Period B:  April 1 – September 30 (Data are due no later than November 14) 

AFCARS Definitions

Removal Episode:  A Removal is either the physical act of a child being taken from his or her normal place of residence, by court order or a voluntary placement agreement and placed in a substitute care setting, or the removal of custody from the parent or relative guardian pursuant to a court order or voluntary placement agreement which permits the child to remain in a substitute care setting. An Episode is a removal with one or more placement settings. A previous episode is one that has been completed by a discharge. A current episode is a removal and one or more placement settings without a discharge. 

Current Placement Setting:  In AFCARS, the current placement setting refers to the child’s current living situation.  This may refer to a pre-adoptive home, foster home (relative or non-relative), group home, institution, Supervised Independent Living, runaway, or trial home visit (see Trial Home Visit, below).  

Trial Home Visit:  A Trial Home Visit occurs when the child has been in a foster care placement, but under continuing State agency supervision, is then returned to the principal caretaker for a limited and specified period of time. If a time period is not specified the child should be identified as having been returned home at the point at which the trial home visit exceeds six months.

Reunification:  A reunification is an outcome reason that indicates that a child has been discharged from care and returned to his or her parents or primary caretakers.  This may occur separately from “physical reunification,” in which the child is returned to the caretaker’s home but the State or local agency maintains placement and care of the child.

Emancipation:  This is one of the discharge reasons available in AFCARS reporting.  A youth has an AFCARS discharge reason of “emancipation” when he or she has reached the State’s age of majority or is no longer eligible to receive Title IV-E funds.
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