Office on Violence Against Women
Discretionary Grants

Legal Assistance to Victims Grant program
Report Period: July 1 - December 31, 2007

The Legal Assistance to Victims (LAV) Grant Program is intended to increase the availability of
legal assistance for victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, and stalking who need help with legal
matters resulting from abuse or violence.

Total number of grantees reporting 155

Victim Services: LAV Program grantees provided services to about 36,000 victims of sexual
assault, domestic violence, and stalking.

Total number of grantees using funds for victim services: 151 (97% of all grantees reporting)

Victims seeking services who were served, partially served, and not served
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Victim services and demographics: LAV Program grantees provide direct legal services to victims of
sexual assault, domestic violence, and stalking in matters arising from the abuse or violence. They also pro-
vide other support services and safety planning, as needed.

Victims served or partially served by type of victimization:
e Domestic violence: 33,301 (93% of those receiving services)
e Sexual assault: 2,070 (6%)
e Stalking: 620 (2%)

Demographic data: Relationship to offender’
Gender* Domestic violence
e Female: 34,133 (95%) e Current or former spouse or intimate partner:

29,692 (89%)

Dating: 2,057 (6%)

Other family member: 1,324 (4%)
Acquaintance: 258 (1%)
Stranger: 26 (<1%)

e Male: 1,710 (5%)

Ethnicity™?
e White: 17,551 (52%)
Hispanic or Latino: 9,072 (27%)
Sexual assault

African American: 4,254 (13%) . .
e Current or former spouse or intimate partner:
Asian: 2,027 (6%) 1,550 (75%)

e American Indian: 1,229 (4%) e Acquaintance: 485 (23%)
. ; T 0 e Other family member: 355 (17%)

Native Hawaiian: 157 (<1%) . Dating: 224 (11%)

Other demographics® « Stranger: 158 (8%)

. . 0 -

Rura_ll. 11,188 (31% of those receiving Stalking

services) o

_ e Current or former spouse or intimate partner:
e Immigrants: 8,756 (24%) 1,112 (86%)
o Limited English: 7,638 (21%) o Dating: 68 (5%)
fcahilitiaas e Acquaintance: 67 (5%)
e Disabilities: 2,366 (7% X
(7%) o Other family member: 32 (2%)
e Stranger: 20 (2%)

Number of victims receiving the following services:
e Safety planning (by lawyers): 15,892 (44% of those receiving services)
o Safety planning (by other staff): 14,142 (39%)
e Non-attorney legal advocacy: 8,151 (23%)
e Support services (by other staff): 8,127 (23%)
e Support services (by lawyers): 6,435 (18%)
e Pro se clinics/group services (by other staff): 1,390 (4%)
e Pro se clinics/group services (by lawyers): 956 (3%)

L Percentages are based on victims receiving services for whom this information was known.

% Some victims may identify with more than one race/ethnicity, so the total number reported in race/ethnicity may be higher than the
total number of victims served.

3 Because victims may be represented in more than one of these categories, or not at all, the total for this category may be higher or
lower than the total number of victims served.

* Victims may have been abused by more than one offender and/or may have experienced more than one type of victimization, so the
total for each victimization category may be higher than the total number of victims served in each of those categories. Percentages
are based on the total number of known relationships in each victimization category.
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Training: LAV Program grantees provide enhanced training for lawyers representing victims, and training
for other professionals who serve victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, and stalking.

Total number of grantees using funds for training: 115 (74% of all grantees reporting)
Total number of people trained: 25,319
Number of training events: 1,034
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Topics on which professionals were most frequently trained

Number of Number of
grantees train- grantees train-
Training topic ing on this Training topic ing on this
topic topic
Domestic violence laws 99 Identifying legal issues 81

Domestic violence overview, 91 Divorce/custody/visitation/

dynamics, and services child support i

Protection orders (including full faith

and credit) 91 Confidentiality 77

Issues specific to victims/survivors
Safety planning 90 who are immigrants, refugees, or 73
asylum seekers




Staff: LAV Program staff provide direct legal services to victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, and
stalking; training and mentoring for lawyers representing victims; and support services for victims.

Total number of grantees using funds for staff: 153 (99% of all grantees reporting)

Total number of full time equivalent staff funded 538
Civil attorneys (54% of all staff funded) 292
Paralegals (9%) 51

Legal advocates (8%) 45

Victim advocates (8%) 43

Support staff (7%) 38

Administrators (4%) 24

Program coordinators (4%) 23

Legal Issues: LAV Program grantees may represent victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, and stalk-
ing in a variety of legal matters including family law (for example, divorce, child custody, and visitation), pro-
tection orders, immigration, and housing. A little less than 1/4 of victims/survivors receive help with more
than one legal issue.

Number of legal issues addressed: 53,262
Number of victims who received assistance with multiple legal issues: 8,439 (23% of those

receiving services)
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Legal Outcomes: LAV Program grantees report on a number of legal outcomes for the cases for which
there was a final disposition. These outcomes include provision of information and referral services only; brief
services; negotiated resolution; court decision; and/or an administrative decision. Grantees report on the dis-
position of each legal matter they addressed.

Number of issues disposed of: 31,738

Issues

Outcomes®

Protection orders: 7,803
(25% of all legal issues
disposed of)

41% had a court decision
27% received information and referrals only
16% received brief services only
8% had a negotiated resolution/filed action
6% victim/survivor withdrew

Divorce: 7,125
(22% of all legal issues
disposed of)

43% received information and referrals only
26% had a court decision
16% received brief services only
7% had a negotiated resolution/filed action
6% victim/survivor withdrew

Child custody/visitation: 6,597
(21% of all legal issues
disposed of)

44% received information and referrals only
26% had a court decision
16% received brief services only
7% had a negotiated resolution/filed action
5% victim/survivor withdrew

Child/spousal support: 3,682
(12% of all legal issues
disposed of)

38% received information and referrals only
31% had a court decision
16% received brief services only
8% had a negotiated resolution/filed action
6% victim/survivor withdrew

Immigration: 2,774
(9% of all legal issues
disposed of)

30% had an administrative decision
27% received information and referrals only
14% had a court decision
12% had a negotiated resolution/filed action
12% received brief services only

2% victim/survivor withdrew

> Percentages for types of outcomes are based on the number of issues disposed of in each category.




